	[image: image1.png]mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm





	            Minority Ethnic Matters Overview
	                                    19 February 2007 / Issue 71            


	Contents

(Control+left click to access weblinks)


	Immigration and Asylum
Race Relations
Race Equality
Racism

	Other News
Bills in Progress
Consultations
Events/Conferences/Training Courses
Useful Links


The UK Parliament has been in recess this week. 

Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org.uk 
and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Colin Fox (S2W-31756) : To ask the Scottish Executive how many Polish people now live in Scotland; how they are dispersed across the country, and in what sectors of the employment market they are employed.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-15e.htm 

News
Jobless must learn English or lose benefits, warn ministers

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=228152007
Ethnic unemployed have to learn English

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=229622007
Unemployed 'must learn English' 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6352793.stm



	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Learn to speak English or lose your benefits

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=learn-to-speak-english-or-lose-your-benefits%26method=full%26objectid=18613897%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Polish staff fly the flag for excellence

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1188790.0.0.php 

Road signs in Polish make sense, says council
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/02/16/nroad116.xml 

X-ray plan to stop 'bogus children' entering UK   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=263452007
Foreign doctors could be forced to leave   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2015671,00.html
Loyalists make Catholic Poles welcome   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2015742,00.html
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	Race Relations
News
Good neighbour code could soon apply for visitors to North-East
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16630730&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Travellers sites facing tough rules

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16637216&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Travellers site rules tightened

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/6357379.stm 

We must not treat minorities as second-class citizens

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1188307.0.0.php 




	Race Relations

News (continued)
‘Mixed-race people are the most visible sign of racial harmony’   

http://www.sundayherald.com/life/people/display.var.1200708.0.mixedrace_people_are_the_most_visible_sign_of_racial_harmony.php
Minorities feel more British than whites   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1400803.ece
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	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Marlyn Glen (S2W-31758): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will publish its National Strategy and Action Plan on Race Equality.
Reply from Rhona Brankin: After very careful consideration, and in response to many calls from stakeholders, I have decided to postpone publication of the strategy and action plan until the next parliamentary session. This will enable the Executive to further develop the strategy, and undertake further consultation work which will help to ensure that we have a comprehensive and fully informed strategy and action plan that can deliver for all Scotland’s communities.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0214.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-31821): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-31758 by Rhona Brankin on 14 February 2007, what elements of the race equality strategy require further development. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-16e.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-31822): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-31758 by Rhona Brankin on 14 February 2007, what additional consultees will inform the further development of the race equality strategy.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-16e.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31823): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the action plan of the Strategic Group on Refugees and Asylum Seekers is complete and whether it will publish the action plan prior to dissolution of the Parliament.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-16e.htm



	Race Equality

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31824): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the action plan of the Strategic Group on Ethnic Minorities and the Labour Market is complete and whether it will publish the action plan prior to dissolution of the Parliament.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-16e.htm 

Linda Fabiani (S2W-31825): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the action plan of the Strategic Group on Race Equality in Rural Areas is complete and whether it will publish the action plan prior to dissolution of the Parliament.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-16e.htm
Linda Fabiani (S2W-31826): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the action plan of the Strategic Group on Gypsies/Travellers is complete and whether it will publish the action plan prior to dissolution of the Parliament.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-16e.htm 
New publications
Maximising Scotland's Potential: Making race equality reality 
http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/maximisingscotlandspotential.pdf
Minutes of the first Board Meeting of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights (CEHR)

http://www.cehr.org.uk/libdoc/viewreal.rhtm/430506/061218CEHRfirstBoardMeeting-Minutes.doc.doc?Red60urne=e3d627be560414024ad269b5d383aabf
News
Trevor Phillips has it all to prove as he takes on this most delicate of tasks

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/columnist/story/0,,2010942,00.html 

Ethnic groups miss out on council jobs

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1190731.0.0.php
Racial Equality Action on hold until after May   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=16656704&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Rights chief leads talks   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=255522007
TOP


	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
 Alasdair Morrison (S2M-5596): Celebrating Success—That the Parliament welcomes the substantive progress being made in tackling sectarianism in Scotland; commends the initiatives undertaken by Scotland’s largest football clubs, Rangers FC and Celtic FC, to counter sectarian attitudes; congratulates the football clubs on their initiatives, Pride over Prejudice and Bhoys Against Bigotry; notes the success of their highly commendable joint educational programme, the Old Firm Alliance, within Glasgow schools; recognises that the significant progress achieved in tackling sectarianism represents a continuing determination by both clubs to help eradicate the problem, and also commends the informal arrangements between old firm supporters in the Western Isles as an example for the rest of the country.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-02-15f.htm 
New publication
Update on Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/165920/0045157.pdf 
News
Street-Porter faces no charges over racism claim

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=233892007
Doctor loses racism claim appeal 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/south_of_scotland/6357475.stm 
Driver sought after woman racially abused

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=240092007
Racist abuse from van passenger 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6360745.stm
Van man sought over racist abuse

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/edinburgh.cfm?id=246312007
Man quizzed over race abuse claim 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6364657.stm



	Racism
News (continued)
Youths in race attack on boy   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=256992007
Tories face race claim from former candidate    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/02/18/ntory18.xml
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	Other News
The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has identified a technical difficulty facing many bodies that are charities registered in England and Wales and that are applying for charitable status in Scotland. 

The wording of some of their constitutions permits the disposal and use of assets for purposes which are not charitable in Scottish law. As a result, these bodies do not meet the charity test in the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and OSCR cannot grant them charitable status. This means that after 22nd February such bodies may not refer to themselves as 'charities'. 

OSCR and the Charity Commission have worked together to agree model clauses that may be adopted by these organisations to amend their constitutions so that they can meet the requirements of both regulators. 
To read the full news item and for links to OSCR’s briefing note on this subject  and its Guidance for English and Welsh Charities see:
http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=76708696-526d-44e9-a895-4ba6327ea17f
Charities flock to back new cash standard

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1186562.0.charities_flock_to_back_new_cash_standard.php 
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	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
** Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 

Stage 3 amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-stage3-ml.pdf 
Revised Explanatory Notes

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-stage2-amend-en-rev.pdf 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-aspassed.pdf 

Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 2  
Commissioner for Older People Bill (Communities Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 
Stage 1

Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-aspassed.pdf 
** Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 

Stage 2 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-stage2-ml.pdf 

Stage 2 evidence from SCVO, Youthlink, Local Council Education and Social Work Departments and the Scottish Executive.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/education/or-07/ed07-0302.htm#Col4005 




	Bills in Progress
Holyrood (continued)
** Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 

Stage 2 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-stage2-ml.pdf 

Consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/communities/or-07/co07-0502.htm#Col4557 
Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-stage2-amend.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf 

First Reading
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
A Strategy for Scotland's Languages (9 March 2007)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/163888/0044602.pdf 
Mainstreaming Equalities (30 March 2007) 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=5a457b90-198d-4c05-b305-00ba28d96e63
application form to attend Mainstreaming Equalities focus group in Glasgow, Aberdeen or Dumfries

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=6abb287a-4bb3-461a-912f-1eb8a65947da 
Consultation on revised planning guidance in relation to Travelling Showpeople 
(27 April 2007)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/794/ConsultationonrevisedplanningguidanceinrelationtoTravellingShowpeople_id1505794.pdf  



	Consultations (continued)
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (online survey) (no closing date given)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=867383155976 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
**this week!
Managing Change – Making Equalities Work

21 February 2007  in Edinburgh (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss how to create congruence between an organisation's identity, values and beliefs about equalities and its practices, personnel's behaviour and cultural and physical environ** ment. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030

** this week!
Introduction to the Scottish Parliament and to Lobbying

22 February 2007 in Edinburgh (9.30 – 3.30)

2 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 3.30)

Joint SCVO and Scottish Parliament training session aimed at people in voluntary organisations who need an introduction to how the Scottish Parliament operates and the ways in which they can get involved. For information contact Jill Flye Jill.flye@scvo.org.uk / 0131 474 6157.




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Participation, Pay and Progression of Black and Minority Ethnic Women in the Scottish Labour Market

2 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.00 – 3.30)

Racist and sexist discrimination in various forms in the workplace are increasingly documented

and commented upon separately but rarely is the impact of their interaction brought together for

specific debate with a view to promoting precise action. This is the fundamental goal of this Equal Opportunities Commission Symposium which also has the specific purpose of forming a Scottish Women’s Graduate Network to challenge discrimination in these areas. For information contact Deborah MacDonald 0141 950 3211 / deborah.macdonald@strath.ac.uk 
Mainstreaming Equalities 

9 March 2007 in Glasgow

14 March 2007 in Aberdeen

16 March 2007 in Dumfries
The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has published its latest consultation document, ‘Mainstreaming Equalities’, which will form the basis for its three-year equalities strategy.  Scottish charities, prospective charities, professional advisers and the public are all encouraged to give their views. Consultation focus groups will include discussion of how OSCR develops its policies, how OSCR performs its regulatory functions and  how OSCR meets the needs of those using its services. For information contact OSCR info@oscr.org.uk / 01382 34 6863.

Equalities Legislation and the Implications for Individuals and Organisations

14 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to examine the equality legislation that underpins equality, diversity and inclusion work and consider the impact on individuals and within organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Developing Effective Positive Action initiatives

15 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the process of developing, implementing and sustaining effective Positive Action initiatives in organisations to counteract the effects of past discrimination, to help overcome disadvantages and eliminate future discrimination. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk



	Useful Links (continued)
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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